Transparency: Intellectual Honesty at Its Best
Abstract
Sometimes we describe individuals or groups of people as being “very honest”, and not just “honest”. And sometimes we have in mind, in particular, an honesty they display out of concern for others’ intellectual goods specifically—honesty of an intellectually virtuous sort. My project investigates the proposal that this exceptional intellectually virtuous form of honesty is best understood as intellectual transparency: a tendency to faithfully share one’s perspective with others out of a motivation to promote their intellectual well-being. My project involves four focal areas. First, I will examine the relationship between intellectual transparency and traits that contemporary philosophers have identified with honesty. I will argue that intellectual transparency stands out as exceptional in relation to these traits. Second, I will identify a broad range of character traits and features of personality that are closely related to or opposed to intellectual transparency. Undertaking this study of transparency’s relationship to other traits will help me to identify pathways whereby transparency can be cultivated or taught. Third, I will investigate the values that intellectual transparency has for personal relationships, education, work, and civic participation. And, finally, I will discuss what it takes for groups, and not just individuals, to be intellectually transparent.
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